Call for Papers

Monument of technology
in economy, social policy and culture
International Conference
Wałbrzych-Nowa Ruda-Dzierżoniów-Świdnica

12-15 October 2010
Timetable:

30 Mai 2010

Submission of full paper including illustrations

15 June 2010

Detailed meeting programme available

30 September 2010
Publication of papers in post-conference book
12-15 October 2010
Plenary session in the conference venue. Tours to the monuments of technology, social meetings etc.
16 October 2010
Worklab of Civilization Area – post-conference tour to monuments of technology in Lower Silesia.
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Adress:
Fundacja Otwartego Muzeum Techniki

HP Nadbor

Wybrzeże Wyspiańskiego 27

50-370 Wrocław, POLAND

Website:
www.nadbor.pwr.wroc.pl
E-mail :
nadbor@pwr.wroc.pl
Telephone:
+48/601-755-138
We are interested in the role that can be attributed to the protection of industrial and technological heritage in the  processes of economical, social and cultural transformation, both in the macro and micro scales, in relation to a country, region or settlement. We would want to confront the experience of the state institutions, local governments, NGOs and private patronage in the field of integrating conservation programs for civilizational heritage into programs of industrial restructuring and economical, social and cultural revival of the society under civilizational change.

In Europe, the processes of economic transformation in some way bear the evolutionary nature, and developing from the 1950s, in the same time, weakening the social repercussions. Similarly, in Poland, as well as in Central Europe, the changes were from the 1990s almost revolutionary in nature,  hardly winning social approval.

As for Poland, this process, while revealing the many barriers of growth, is forcing - as previously in Europe - to seek new tools of social communication. How far can the protection of the culture of technical heritage play an active role, how much the protection of monuments can support public education for entrepreneurship, how can it promote integration in the processes of searching for new development programs, especially in the post-industrial areas or new social groups? To what point the cognitive and educational values of material documents of the industrial past may retain an utilitarian value, which is useful today, and helping to solve the social and economic problems? To what point  it helps looking for new prospects for global development of community or even individuals? 

Can they serve Professional Assignment, further training, for the continuous learning communities open to continuous transformation? To what extent can they play an active role in the transformation of space and cultural landscapes, or, it the end, in the policy-making for sustainable development?

The questions are legitimate as we enter the era of information revolution. It sends to a “trash” what we believed to be the historically formed lifestyles. The new era requires not only new technologies, new language and new tools of social agreement. Whether it will include a place for an old factory, a production hall, railway, bridge, machinery or at last but not least the information as the stories of industry and technology, biographies of men armed with a tool, "enslaving" nature? How deep  the past imprints on the present and to what extend can it determine our thinking about the future? It is time for new paradigms and new algorithms to be formulated in the scales previously unimaginable.

One can ask a lot of questions here, sometimes rhetorical ones. How do we reconcile the contradiction between the voice of culture and economy? Perhaps there is no dichotomy, or it can be replaced by thinking conducive to the implementation of social objectives, from the area of culture and economics, looking for the development of efficient tools?

We would like to emphasize the need for continuous reinvention of genetic codes of the world shaped by human beings, codes cursed in stone and steel, engineering work, in a world of almost artificial ecosphere, since the industrial revolution directing us towards information revolution, towards the shrinking Universe, and Universum which is still inconceivable, although, as in the Neolithic Period, is still silicon-based.

As in our search for novelty we can use the technological inventions of our age, we should think about the culture-roles they involve, especially in the aspects of teaching and education, economy, communication, policy formulation and promotion of social order for the implementation of increasingly finer technology - for the future.

Let us reach toward the initiatives and tasks attributed to the protection of monuments of industry and technology in the UK, Germany, France, the Czech Republic and Slovakia, Romania and Canada, Belgium, the Netherlands. How much can they be useful here and now - in Poland, Podhale, Żuławy, Upper and Lower Silesia, Wielkopolska and Pomorze, in the areas of municipalities, where traditional manufacturing industries give ground to challenges of present day, communities which are looking for new strategies of development, in which both tourism and the need to create new work places, professions, and interpersonal relationships is present.

we, therefore, address the contents of the proposed Conference toward the local and territorial autonomies, to all who articulate the social and economic needs, those seized with passion who are involved in politics solving them.

The initiator and organizer of the conference is the Foundation of Open Museum of Technology, in cooperation with the Fund for Wałbrzych Region, the Polish branch of TICCIH, the Noworudzka Earth Wellness Foundation and local authorities of Walbrzych, Swidnica, Dzierzoniow and Nowa Ruda. Conference language will be English, German and Polish (simultaneous translation will be provided). Materials sent by authors will be published in a commemorative publishing house. 
invite you to check our web site  www.nadbor.pwr.wroc.pl for information on events and projects.
My staff and I thank you for your interest and trust.

Kind regards 
prof. Stanisław Januszewski

	


