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As last year, the workshop will focus on the actors and the sources of the history of technology. We 
will pay particular attention to the non-institutional actors involved in collecting documents. The aim 
is also to highlight the variety of sources and the way they are collected, sorted, classified, circulated 
and conserved. 
 
It is widely recognised that the history of technology relies on a wide variety of sources (Gille, 1978). 
The historian is confronted with research materials that are both voluminous and incomplete (Daumas, 
1962; 1969). Identifying materials and manufacturing processes, tracing the evolution of technical 
objects, understanding their uses, their values, and the discourses that support them requires different 
types of documents: writings, iconographic sources, objects, production sites, ethnographic surveys, 
but also measure drawings, physico-chemical analyses, reconstruction processes, etc) is necessary  
(Bret et al., 2000, Corcy et al., 2002, Ravier-Mazzocco, 2012, Dillmann & L'Héritier, 2016) 
 
Up to know, the archives of important administrations and institutions (academies and museums 
relating to science and technology, institutions linked to inventive activity, labor museums, large 
companies) have been the subject of close study. But many collections from associations or private 
initiatives remain poorly known or unexplored (for France, see, for example, the Réseau des musées et 
collections techniques, REMUT, the archives of learned societies, etc.). 
  
For what reasons are the traces of technical activities preserved, discarded, doomed to oblivion and 
destruction? Which sources are privileged? In which place? For which public are the collections 
constituted (practitioners, amateurs, laymen)? What ideas, what policies underlie these choices?  
 
Proposition will therefore pay close attention to: 
- the role of practitioners (craftsmen, workers, industrialists), users, amateurs; 
- the role of communities of practitioners (workers' associations, sociétés conpagnonniques, etc.); 
- territorial dynamics; 
- the poorly known or unexplored corpus. 
 
In so doing, the workshop seeks to shed light on the contribution of "technicians" (mentioned by 
Lucien Febvre as early as 1935) to the construction of technical knowledge and its patrimonialization.   
 
The papers may focus on different geographical areas and on collections moved from one continent to 
another. They will privilege case studies (presentation of collections, figures of collectors, archivists, 
or collecting institutions). 
 
The workshop is open to specialists from different fields: history of technology, history of art, 
anthropology, sociology, etc., but also to practitioners, collectors, curators, conservators. The sessions 
will be organized around 20-minute presentations. Proposals for papers should be sent before May 27, 
2024 in the form of a 1,500-signs abstract with a short curriculum vitae to : 
 
 
Anne-Sophie Rieth 
Anne-Sophie.Rieth@univ-paris1.fr 
And Valérie Nègre 
Valérie-Nègre@wanadoo.fr 
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